


Introduction 

At Pierrepont Gamston, the study of geography involves pupils in exploring the relationship and 

interactions between people and the environments in which they live and upon which they depend. We 

ensure that what our children learn in Geography inspires and stretches them intellectually but also 

contributes to their spiritual, moral, culture and physical development and helps them to prepare for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in the 21st century.  

 

Values 

Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold dear. In our school, everyone is equally 

valued and treated with respect. We believe that everyone is made in the image of God, which means 

that everyone has an equal opportunity to achieve and will be challenged and supported to ensure that 

they continue to grow and learn within all areas of the curriculum. 

 

 

Intent 

• The geography that children learn stimulates pupils’ interest in their surroundings and in the variety 

of human and physical conditions on the earth’s surface; 

• Geography fosters pupils’ sense of wonder at the beauty of the world surrounding them; 

• Geography helps pupils develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment and the 

future of the human habitat; 

• Geography enhances pupils’ sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people and secure 

their commitment to promoting and living sustainable lifestyles; 

• Geography develops pupils’ skills of critical enquiry and an ability to handle and interpret information, 

through asking and answering geographical questions and using computing to communicate with and 

explore a variety of people, places and environments across the world; 

• Geography helps pupils explore values and attitudes about complex issues such as sustainability and 

sustainable development; 

• Geography enables pupils to study the above across a range of places, cultures and environments at a 

variety of scales, from local to global; 

• Geography fosters a sense of understanding about how we are interconnected and interdependent with 

other people and ecosystems around the world. 

• Learning geography enables pupils to understand core concepts and most notably: environment, 

location, scale, distribution, processes, change, interaction, interdependence, sustainability and 

diversity  (appendix 3) 

• Children will use geography specific vocabulary (appendix 2) to support their learning of geographical 

concepts.  

 

Implementation 

As pupils progress as geographers, we recognise that whatever the content of their learning and the 

subject skills they are using our expectations of them must be focused on the following progression in 

subject outcomes (see appendix 4 for glossary): 



 

Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 

• Whilst we recognise that our expectations of pupil outcomes must never be confined by their stage 

of learning we nevertheless ensure that in the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 our core subject 

expectations enable pupils to learn and consolidate the fundamental attributes of a being a geographer.   

At this stage there is a particular focus therefore on ensuring that our pupils are able to recognise, 

identify, describe, observe reason and begin to offer explanations for geographical phenomena whilst 

using basic and increasingly appropriate subject vocabulary.  

• In foundation stage, geography these skills are introduced through the specific area of 

‘Understanding the World – People, Culture and Communities ’. Children learn to describe their 



immediate environment, using knowledge from observations, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 

maps. Children are encouraged to talk about the similarities and differences between life in this country 

and life in other countries. Geography skills are also introduced through ‘Understanding the World – The 

Natural World’. Children learn to understand important processes and changes in the natural world 

around them, including seasons.  

 

• In key stage 1, children recognise, identify, observe, reason and begin to offer explanations to 

develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. Children explore aspects of 

human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills to enhance their locational awareness. 

They are taught to do the following:  name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans, 

name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 

and its surrounding seas, understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 

human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting 

non-European country, identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles, use 

basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, 

hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather and the key human features, 

including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop. Through geographical 

skills and fieldwork, the children will use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom 

and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage, use simple 

compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language to describe 

the location of features and routes on a map, use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 

landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key and use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school 

and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.  

 

Key Stage 2 

• During Lower Key Stage 2 our expectations increase proportionately as we challenge our pupils not 

only to know more but also to master progressively more demanding subject outcomes such as reaching 

explanations through the synthesis of evidence, perhaps from a wide range of sources.  At the same 

time we expect greater subject vocabulary alacrity from our pupils and we plan accordingly for the use 

of more specialised subject vocabulary.  At Upper Key Stage 2 our expectations in Geography are that 

pupils will more regularly and consistently apply information that they have learned in other contexts 

and at other stages to make links and identify patterns in their geographical learning.  We challenge 

them to reach conclusions and make judgements about geographical issues and to evaluate and critique 

evidence and to generate questions of their own.   

• In key stage 2, children develop their geography skill set by extending their knowledge and 

understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South 

America. They develop their use of geographical tools and skills to enhance their locational and place 

knowledge. They are taught to do the following: locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities, name and 

locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and 



physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 

land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time, identify the 

position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 

the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 

time zones (including day and night), understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 

country, and a region within North or South America. Through geographical skills and fieldwork, the 

children will describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 

and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle and also human 

geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. Through geographical skills 

and fieldwork, the children will use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied. They will also use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6- figure 

grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge 

of the United Kingdom and the wider world and use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 

the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital technologies.  

• The yearly overview for each year group (see Appendix 1), ensures that geography skills are taught 

throughout each topic. 

 

Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

We make appropriate provision to overcome all barriers to learning and ensure pupils with SEND needs 

have full access to the National Curriculum, as stated in our SEN policy. We provide additional 

resources or support for children with special needs as required. This may be in the form of adaptions, 

differentiation by outcome, intervention, adult support or a personalised curriculum.  

 

Assessment 

Children’s work in Geography is assessed through teacher observations of the children working during 

lessons. Teachers record the progress made by children each half term against the descriptors on the 

curriculum subject’s spreadsheet. Teachers make judgements as to whether a child has met or working 

towards the expectations. This is recorded on the spreadsheet and can be used to make an annual 

assessment of overall progress for a child when writing annual reports for parents. 

Subject leader role 

The role of a subject leader is to: 

• Provide strategic lead and direction for a specific subject 

• Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject 

• Monitor pupil progress in that subject area 

• Provide efficient resources management for the subject 

It is the role of each subject leader to keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both 

national and local level. They review the way the subject is taught in school and plan for improvement. 

This development planning links to whole school objectives. Each subject leader reviews the curriculum 

plans for their subject, ensures that there is full coverage of the National Curriculum and that 

progression is planned into programmes of study. 

 



Monitoring and Review 

• Class teachers are responsible for the day to day planning, organisation and delivery of the 

curriculum subject. 

• Subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout school and feedback to SLT and 

whole school where appropriate. 

• The allocated Governor is responsible for liaising with subject leaders to closely monitor the way the 

school teaches each subject. 

• Impact reports are written annually to review the impact of planned actions against children’s 

learning. 

 

Date: February 2022  

Review date: Autumn 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix- N.C link 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-

of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study  

Development Matters 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/

896810/EYFS_Early_Adopter_Framework.pdf   

 

 

 

  



 

Appendix 1 - Geography Planning Overview 

Term Reception Year 1/2 
Cycle A 

Year 1/2 
Cycle B 

Year 3/4 
Cycle A 

Year 3/4 
Cycle B 

Year 5/6 
Cycle A 

Year 5/6 
Cycle B 

 
 

1 
 
 

 

 
All About Me 

 
How does 

Kampong Ayer 
compare with 
where I live? 

 
What is the 

geography of 
where I live? 

 
Why do so many 

people live in 
Megacities? 

 
Why do some 

earthquakes cause 
more damage? 

 
What is a river? 

 
How do volcanoes 
effect the lives of 

those living in 
Heimaey? 

 
 

2 
 
 

 

 
Traditional 

Tales 

 
How does the 

weather affect our 
lives? 

 

 
Why does it matter 

where our food 
comes from? 

 
Beyond the Magic 
Kingdom: what is 

the sunshine state 
really like? 

 
Why are deserts so 
dry and jungles so 

wet? 

 
Why are 

mountains so 
important? 

 
 

 
How fair is fair 

trade? 

 
3 
 
 
 

 

 
Animals and 

their habitats 

 
Why don’t 

penguins need to 
fly? 

 
Why do we love 
being beside the 
seaside so much? 

 
What is the most 

valuable thing in the 
world? 

 
How and why is 

my local area 
changing? 

 
Who are Britain’s 

national parks 
for? 

 
How is climate 

change affecting 
the world? 
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